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land. Ami, gentlemen, of all its efforts, thia is the* one which has been the nearest to success. Statesrnen of the highest character, writers of the most, distinguished ability, the most organised and oftioiont means, have been employed in this endeavour. It has been proved to all of us that we have, lost money by our Colonies. It; has been shown with precise, with mathematical demonstration, that there, never was a jewel in the Crown of Kngland that was so truly costly as the possession of India. How often has it been suggested that we should at once emancipate ourselves from this incubus! Well, that result was nearly accomplished. When those subtle views were adopt<nl by the, country under the plausible plea of granting self-government to the Colonies, I confess that I myself thought that, the tie was broken. Not that I for one object to self-government; I cannot conceive how our distant Colonies can have their a {lairs administered except by self-government.
But solf-government, in my opinion, when it was conceded, ought to have boon conceded an part of a great- policy of Imperial consolidation. It- ought to have been accompanied by an Imperial taritT, by securities for the pt*oplo of Kngland for the, enjoyment of the unappropriated lands which belonged to the Sovereign as their trustee, nnd by a military code which should have precisely defined the menus and the responsibilities by which the* Colonies should bo. defended, and by which, if necessary, this country should call for aid from the Colonies themselves. It ought, further, to have boon accompanied by the institution of Homo representative council in the metropolis, which would have brought the Colonies into constant and continuous relations with the Home (Jovornwont. All this, however, was omitted because those who advised that policy and I believe their convictions wen* sinooro-looked upon the Colonies of Kngland, looked even upon our connection with India, as a burden upon thin country; viewing everything hi it financial aspect, and totally passing by thorn* moral and political considerations which make nations great, and by the inllueneo of which alone men are distinguished from animals.
Well, what has boon the result of this attempt during the reign of LiU'ralii-un for the disintegration of the Empire 'I It has entirely failed. But how hart it failed? Through the sympathy of the Coloniort for the Mother Country. They have decided that, the Kmpire Hhnll not ho destroyed; and in my opinion no Minister in thin country will do his duty who neglects any opportunity of reconstructing an much us possible our Colonial Empire, und of responding to those distant sympathies whichas they are all written by the
